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Lesson: 

Divine Providence 333. The operation of the Divine Providence for the salvation of man is said to begin at his birth and to continue right on to the end of his life. In order to understand this it should be known that the Lord sees what the nature of a man is, and foresees what he desires to be, and thus what he will be. And in order that he may be a man and therefore immortal, the freedom of his will cannot be taken away, as has been shown above in many places. Therefore the Lord foresees man’s state after death and provides for it from his birth right on to the end of his life. With the wicked the Lord provides by permitting and continually withdrawing them from evils; while with the good He provides by leading them to good. Thus the Divine Providence is unceasing in the work of saving man. However, no more can be saved than desire to be saved, and only those desire to be saved who acknowledge God and are led by Him; but those do not desire to be saved who do not acknowledge God and who lead themselves; for these give no thought to eternal life and salvation, while the others do. The Lord sees this and still He leads them, leading them according to the laws of His Divine Providence… 

DP 333:2. Now since the Lord foresees the state of all after death and also foresees the places in hell of those who do not desire to be saved, and the places in heaven of those who desire to be saved, it follows, as has been said, that He provides their places for the wicked by permitting and withdrawing, and their places for the good by leading. And unless this were done continually from the birth of everyone to the end of his life, neither heaven nor hell would continue to exist, for without this foresight and Providence at the same time, neither heaven nor hell would be anything but confusion… [E]veryone has his place provided for him by the Lord from this foresight.

DP 333:3. This may be illustrated by the following comparison. If a javelin thrower or a musketeer were to aim at a target and a straight line were drawn from the target a thousand feet beyond it; and if he should err in his aim by only a nail's breadth, his weapon or bullet, at a distance of a thousand feet, would diverge very far from the line drawn beyond the mark. So would it be if the Lord did not every moment, even every least fraction of a moment, look to eternity in foreseeing and providing everyone’s place after death. This, moreover, is done by the Lord because all the future is present to Him and all the present is to Him eternal. 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *
“If I take the wings of the morning, if I dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there shall Thy hand lead me, and Thy right hand shall hold me.” (Psalm 139:9)
How did you come to this point in your life: married or not married, with or without children, living in Kempton, holding the job you do if you have a job, having the friends you have; holding the ideals, purposes and beliefs that you have, and the habits of your daily life? Some of these things for some of us may seem quite natural and ordinary, while others are surprising, and perhaps we get a hint of the Lord’s secret leading in them. 

From the Lord’s point of view, the important thing is that each decision and change in our life is a step along the road to our eternal home. He is looking at how He can make use of our time here to lead us away from hell and more and more into a heavenly state. His goal for our time here is to work with us as we make our choices, and to use every opportunity to lead us into eternal life. 
The Lord knows why we came here. He has searched each one of us, and He knows us. He knows our sitting down and our rising up, and understands our thoughts afar off. He knows the settled, long-term states of our hearts and minds – our sitting down – much better than we do ourselves. He knows how our intentions rise up out of our deep, ruling loves and create thoughts in our minds. He knows all the speech on our tongues, both the words we say to others out loud, and those we say privately to ourselves. He surrounds us, behind and in front; that is, He is with us as from behind, secretly guiding all our affections and feelings, and He is with us in front, in the things we consciously learn and think, from His Word and from others. He lays the palm of His hand upon us. “God is unceasingly present, and continually striving and acting in us, even touching our freedom of will, but in no way violating it.” (TCR 74:3) 
The Lord has known us and has been working with us ever since we were conceived and before. As the psalm says, 
Thou hast possessed my reins; 
Thou hast covered me in my mother’s belly. 
I will praise Thee, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
Marvelous are Thy works, and my soul knows it very well. 
My bone was not concealed from Thee when I was made in secret, 
When I was embroidered in the lower parts of the earth. 
Thine eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed, 
And in Thy book the days were written, all of them; 
They were formed when there was not one of them.” (vv. 13-16)
The Writings say, “The Lord sees what a person is like, and He foresees what he will want to be, thus what he will be. And in order for him to be a human being, and therefore immortal, the freedom of his will cannot be taken away…Therefore the Lord foresees his state after death and provides for it, from his birth to the end of his life…. (DP 333) We have been led from our birth until today. Now at this time in our lives, how is the Lord leading us? 
The church society provides opportunities to discover truths in the Word and apply them to life for ourselves. In this way we can follow where the Lord is leading us. No institution can do this for us, but the opportunity is here. If we look, the Lord provides guidance for our thinking and action in all areas. The Lord helps us, if we want Him to, with literature and movies, history and politics, ethics and business, social life and friendships, sports and leisure time. Whatever we ask our Heavenly Father about, He will provide help, though He lets us discover solutions for ourselves, as if by ourselves. The Lord wants the answer to really be ours, not something handed to us. 
Is there any area of life where the Lord’s Word does not help? The psalm says, 
Where shall I go from Thy spirit, 

And where shall I flee from Thy face? 
If I ascend into the heavens, Thou art there. 
If I spread out my bed in hell, behold, Thou art there. 
There is nothing anywhere that is outside of the Lord’s awareness and love. There is no evil too hideous or any person too wicked for the Lord to care for. Whatever we may have done, the Lord is with us, urging us to repent and pressing us to come with Him to heaven. 
If I lift up the wings of the dawn, 
If I dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
Even there shall Thy hand lead me, 
And Thy right hand shall hold me. 
Wings are spiritual truths, because the truth of faith is what lifts a person above the fads and fashions, the drudgery and fears of life in this world, all the way to heaven. (AC 8764) “By the morning or dawn… are meant states of innocence and peace.” (AC 3579:4) So the wings of the dawn are truths that we receive in innocence that guide us into peaceful states of trust in the Lord. 
The Word is full of spiritual truths that can guide us to true peace. The promise of eternal life; the promise of conjugial love;  the teaching that repentance is the Christian religion itself; teachings about how the Lord’s providence works –there are very many spiritual wings of the morning, to lift up our minds and our hearts, to set our sights on heaven, to lead us to the Lord. 
“The uttermost* parts of the sea,” on the other hand, are natural, worldly ideas and experiences. The sea, as a collection of water, stands for all kinds of knowledge. “Uttermost parts” means farthest away from the light of heaven. Our experiences with food, climate, familiar scenery, the smells of home, the kinds of music we like, old friendships, work that we have done, and many other things especially relating to our five senses are the lowest level of our lives, the uttermost parts of the sea. 
Think of all the uttermost parts of the sea in the natural sense that the Lord brings together in our lives.  We may have friends and ideas from every continent and from many different cultures. We are affected by a wide variety of experiences, family systems, rules and expectations. 
If we try to relate to each other on this lowest level, that is, by finding common experiences and making them the most important thing, we are bound to fail, because we all have such different experiences. Even if we grew up together in the same town, if we make the essence of our friendship to rest merely on shared experiences, knowing the same people, places and events, and similar external things, our relationship will stay shallow and trivial.  Inside we will be as far apart as the uttermost parts of the sea. 
The only way to work and grow together is to allow the Lord’s hands to lead us and hold us, by His Word. Then instead of focusing on mere experiences, we look for the universal lessons the Lord is teaching us on the basis of our experiences. We will let the Lord lift us up high on the wings of the morning, so we gain a good perspective looking back on the various things that have happened in our lives. And we will practice actual repentance and love to the neighbor.
It sometimes seems as though the Lord doesn’t have anything to say that’s really helpful about the hard, real-world aspects of life. We have states in which we don’t want to hear what the Lord says, or we are so focused on sensual things that we can’t hear Him. But even then, the Lord’s hand is leading us, and His right hand is holding us, guiding both our thoughts and our emotions, as much as we are willing. That’s why the Lord was actually born into this world, so that He could be with us even in the “uttermost parts of the sea” times of our lives. 
The psalm continues, 
And I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall enfold me’; 
But even the night shall be light around me. 
Indeed, the darkness does not darken before Thee, 
But the night shines as the day. 
As is the darkness, so is the light.  
The Lord enlightens even our natural minds, not just our spiritual minds. (AE 526:7) If we are willing, the Lord can teach us His eternal point of view on every aspect of life, no matter how obscure and earthly it may seem. 
One of the blessings of being aware of the Heavenly Doctrine of the Lord’s second coming is the opportunity to study any subject in the light of what the Lord says about it, from art to language and literature, to math and science, to business and technical skills, to marriage and raising children, to caring for aging parents, and so forth. And the Word does not help us only with formal fields of study, but with all the rules and customs by which we work together, such as in social life and in forming strong, worthwhile friendships. Whatever subject we care about, we can ask the Lord for guidance in it. No subject is too dark for the Lord to help us with. 
This doesn’t mean it will be quick and easy for us to get the Lord’s answers, or that we will all see the Lord’s hand leading us the same way. We have various clouds in us and around us that make it difficult to hear what the Lord is saying. Sometimes we get angry with each other so we don’t listen to the Lord. Sometimes we’re sure we know the answer and don’t need the Lord’s help. 
That’s why the psalm, towards the end, says, 
Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
Try me, and know my worries, 
And see if there is any way of grief in me, 

And lead me in the way of eternity. 
This is a prayer for the Lord to set us free from all the fears that hinder us from receiving His guidance. We are asking the Lord to help us out of the evils that lead us to grief, and guide us instead into the ways that lead to eternity. 
However we came to our present state of life, for whatever reasons initially, the Lord is with us, and He is leading us every minute toward eternal life. Let us take the wings of the dawn, which the Lord is offering us, and let Him lift up our minds and hearts to think in the light of heaven about every aspect of our lives. Then, even when we are dwelling in the uttermost parts of the sea, we will feel the Lord’s hand leading us, and His right hand holding us. Amen. 

* Lit. hindermost, or farthest behind





