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MERCY TOWARDS CHILDREN
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Lesson: 
Arcana Caelestia 5585. ..."Faces" when said of man, [signify] his interiors, that is, his affections and hence his thoughts (see n. 358, 1999, 2434, 3527, 3573, 4066, 4796, 4797, 5102); but when said of the Lord, “faces” mean mercy or compassion. Therefore "not to see his faces" means that there will be no mercy, or no compassion... Not that the Lord has no compassion, for He is mercy itself; but... it appears to the man as if there were no compassion in the Lord. The reason is that... there is no reception of good, and when there is no reception of good, there is evil in its stead. If the man then cries to the Lord, and because he cries from evil and thus for himself against all others, he is not heard, it appears to him as if there were no compassion. That the "faces" of Jehovah or the Lord denote mercy, is evident from the Word; for the "face" of Jehovah or the Lord in the proper sense is the Divine love itself; and because it means the Divine love, it means what is of mercy, for mercy from love is shown toward the human race, steeped in so great miseries.

AC 5585:2. That the "face" of Jehovah or the Lord is Divine love, is evident from the face of the Lord when He was transfigured before Peter, James, and John, that is, when He showed them His Divine; for then His face shone as the sun (Matt. 17:2); …the "sun" means the Divine love… The Lord’s Divine Itself never appeared in any face but His Divine Human, and through this, as within it, the Divine love appears, or in relation to the human race, the Divine mercy. This Divine mercy in the Divine Human is called "the angel of [His] faces," in Isaiah:


I will make mention of the mercies of Jehovah. He will recompense them according to His mercies, and according to the multitude of His mercies; and He became for them a Saviour. And the angel of His faces saved them, for the sake of His love, and for the sake of His pity (Isa. 63:7-9).
It is called an "angel" because "angels" in the internal sense of the Word signify something of the Lord (n. 1925, 2821, 4085), here His mercy, and therefore it is said "the angel of His faces." 

AC 5585:3. That the "face" of Jehovah or the Lord is mercy, and also peace and good, because these belong to mercy, may likewise be seen from the following passages. In the benediction:


Jehovah make His faces to shine upon thee, and be merciful unto thee. Jehovah lift up His faces unto thee, and give thee peace (Num. 6:25-26).
It is very evident that "to make the faces to shine" is to be merciful, and "to lift up the faces" is to give peace.

AC 5585:4e. …Again… in Matthew:


See that you do not despise one of these little ones; for I say to you that their angels in the heavens always behold the face of My Father, who is in the heavens (Matt. 18:10).
"To behold the face of God" is to enjoy peace and good from mercy.

*   *   *   *   *   *   *

"See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you that their angels in the heavens continually look at the face of My Father, who is in the heavens." (Matt. 18:10)  

Two thousand years ago, when the Lord was in the world, children were commonly regarded with contempt, having no rights or status at all.  



In some places, unwanted infants were simply abandoned to die.  


It was very surprising, then, when the Lord called a little child to Him, 



and set him in the midst of the disciples, 



and warned them explicitly that they must take care not to despise little children.  

How much different is our culture today?  


Outwardly, at least, we make much more of children.  



We have free, compulsory public education for all children.  



Parents often spend a great deal of money providing clothes, toys, education, 




even cars and other things for their children.  


On the other hand, abortions outnumber live births in some major cities in America, 

and the overall birthrate among whites in the U. S. & western Europe has fallen well below replacement level.  



Thousands and thousands of children grow up today in homes torn apart by divorce, 



or alone without supervision for hours while both parents work outside the home.



We've recently heard in the news about how widespread child abuse is.


 
Perhaps things have not changed very much in two thousand years.

What is involved in the Lord's command not to despise one of these little ones?  


Why did He focus on children especially?  


Since the Lord speaks to all, this command must apply to all of us, 



whether or not we are presently involved with raising little children of our own.  


What messages are here for us?

The reason the Lord gives as to why we must not be contemptuous of little children is 


that in heaven, the children's angels always see the face of His Father, who is in heaven.  

In the Writings, we learn that there are angels from the inmost heaven with infants and little children.  

In fact, one of the purposes of baptism is to help strengthen that association with the angels: 

The parents declare their desire to have the heavenly sphere in their home.

When we see how the Writings describe the kind of angels with little children, we begin to see why we must be careful not to despise them, or alienate ourselves from their sphere.

"The inmost or third heaven consists of those who are in innocence, for they are in a state of  love to the Lord.  The Lord is innocence itself.  Therefore the [angels] who are there, because they love Him, are [also] in innocence. Although they are the wisest of all in the heavens, they appear to others like little children." (AC 5608:1)  

These highest angels, whom the Lord sends to little children, may appear a bit simple to others. They have an uncomplicated approach to life. They are not demanding. They are gentle, humble, and content with very little.

But they are also the happiest and the wisest of the angels. They most deeply know what makes for a happy life, how to avoid stress, and how to be of greatest service to their neighbours and to the Lord.

We have a lot to learn from little children and their angels!


Little children set an example for us, especially in their innocence.



Innocence in the Writings is not naiveté, or just not being guilty.



Innocence is an active attitude of trusting and following the Lord's leadership.

Little children are mostly eager to trust and follow their parents and others they love, who represent the Lord to them.


They have a sweet eagerness to emulate the example of their heroes.

Shouldn't we cultivate this quality in respect of the Lord, our Father?


Little children are also a lot humbler than we are, less eager to dominate.

When the adult disciples were wondering which of them was going to be the greatest in the kingdom of heaven, the Lord took a little child as an example and said, "Whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven." (Matt.18:4)



Little children are not craven and cringingly humble. 





They are simply happy to look up to their parents with love and gratitude.

It is quite natural for them to acknowledge the greater wisdom and strength of their parents.

In the same way, we can look up to our Heavenly Father. 

To the extent that we look up to Him, our status or greatness in relation to other people becomes unimportant, as we are all children under our one Father.

This is the primary meaning of the Lord's warning in our text: anyone who despises the innocent, humble qualities represented by little children will never see the face of the Heavenly Father; that is, he will never go to heaven. (AE 412:6)  


"The face of the Lord is mercy, and also peace and good, because these belong to mercy." "To see the face of God means to enjoy peace and good from mercy." (AC 5585:3,4) 

We can think of Jesus picking up the little children, laying His hands on them and blessing them.  


If we are to live in heaven, our faces must shine with the qualities of the Lord.  



They must reflect a heart of love and mercy toward those who are suffering or needy. 



Then we will have a family resemblance to our Heavenly Father, 




We will be comfortable and at home in His home, among angels.

Children help the Lord bring us a sphere of innocence and peace.  


Imagine what this world would be like without children!  



Where else could we find the peaceful, playful innocence that we see in little children?  

How could we replace a child's soft tenderness, a child's lack of preoccupation with self and with material things? 

People would become utterly hard and sophisticated, 


self‑assured on the outside yet despairing on the inside.  

We would hustle all the harder after power, possessions and pleasures without the small, needy hands of little children to slow us down.  

We would have no hope for the future improvement of the human race and the growth of the Lord's kingdom. 

Children provide adults many opportunities to practice love, mercy and patience.  



This is another very important way in which they help us.  


On one hand, parents have a strong natural tendency to treat their children well.  



Even a rather selfish, worldly love of one's own children can be a strong motive, 




leading us to act decently and kindly. 




If we are looking to the Lord to lead us, gradually our motives are purified.

On the other hand, we get irritated with our children, and in the privacy of our homes, there is no social or moral pressure to behave.  


It is hard to be patient.  


The evil spirits rush in, stirring feelings of contempt, irritation, and revenge.  


The hells test our patience, mercy and love.

But the harder we work on learning to act and acting with patience and love,


for the Lord's sake and for our children's,

the stronger we become in these qualities.


The face of our spirit becomes more like our Father's.

Children need to see the face of the Lord represented in the adults they know and love.  


For little children, adults ‑‑ particularly parents and teachers ‑‑ represent the Lord.  



They get their ideas and images of the Lord from the way adults treat them.  


Children need their parents and other adults to face them wiith love, mercy, and peace.



Yes, often in the role of disciplinarian, but mostly with gentleness.


We too often don't even face our children at all, 

or do so or with the uninterested, impatient expression 


of someone who has more urgent things to do.

Our culture is not very kind toward children, and we are susceptible to its influences.


But we can work on our own attitudes and approaches to life.



Here are a few suggestions:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Parents can look at the raising of their children as a wonderful project to do together, 



and set aside regular time for discussing progress and strategies.  

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The Word teaches that fathers receive love toward their children primarily through the influence of their their wives. 

Men can work on receiving a love for their children by talking to their wives about their children, and by taking responsibility at home, especially for their sons.  

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
It's often necessary to budget specific times with our children, 



and be determined to stick to that budget, 




for our own sake as well as for our children's.  

Whether or not we are parents, there are ways in which we can support parents in having children and taking good care of them.  

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
First something to avoid: people sometimes make unpleasant jokes or unnecessary remarks that are not encouraging to parents or prospective parents.

But parents give up a lot of time, energy, comfort and money because they believe the Lord wants them to.  


Shouldn't we rather be supportive and encouraging?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
We show appreciation for mothers and also for school teachers, who are doing two of the most important jobs in the world.  

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
We can support New Church schools, where children's minds can grow in the sphere of the Church.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Those who don't have children of their own can take time to enjoy the sphere of innocence with their friends' children.

Adult friends, affectionate "aunts" and "uncles," as well as grandparents, can make a big contribution to a child's life,     


and the child to their life!

In the purely spiritual sense, everyone can cultivate innocence and humility toward the Lord,


by shunning evils as sins and 



by acting with justice and fidelity in all our dealings with others.  


By practicing kindness and mercy toward people who truly need assistance, 



we are spiritually receiving a little child in the Lord's name.




We are receiving innocence into our lives.  

 The kind of life we practice toward others determines what we will receive, especially in the other life.  

So the Lord said, "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." (Mt.5:7‑8)  


Children provide us a wonderful example of innocence and humility, 



and a special opportunity to cultivate these qualities in ourselves, 




as we serve the Lord and the children.  


Let's make the most of this opportunity, and remember His words: 

"Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you that in heaven, their angels always see the face of My Father who is in heaven." (Matt. 18:10)  Amen.

