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“A jubilee shall that fiftieth year be to you: you shall not sow, neither reap that which grows of itself in it, nor gather the grapes in it of thy vine undressed."


Even before Israelites inhabited the Holy Land, they were given laws through Moses governing the seasons and holidays.  They had feasts to mark the calendar and customs to remember the Lord.  There were very particular laws governing how crops could be harvested, how farmland should be treated, and who owned particular plots in the land the Lord had given them.  


In the literal sense, these laws may seem a bit dry; it can be hard to follow all the details about who can harvest, how you treat strangers, how you handle a bad debt.  When we let the light of the Heavenly Doctrines shine on these same laws, however, what was dry and detailed becomes a blueprint for life.  The Children of Israel were given these laws because the laws mirror the underlying spiritual reality, a reality we can now glimpse in the Writings.  These laws also show us how we can demonstrate thanksgiving.  

The children of Israel were instructed to sow and reap in their fields for six years, but the seventh year was a Sabbath year where they let the fields lay fallow.  This mirrors their week during which they were to labor for six days and rest on the seventh.  This is a principle we know very well; that all of us are here shows that we understand the importance of the Sabbath.  


There was a special time, however, once the cycle of seven years had occurred seven times.  After forty-nine years, a special year was designated the year of Jubilee.  This was a Sabbath of Sabbath years, a very special time.  All sorts of things occurred during the Jubilee, some of which we will look at shortly.  By looking at the laws of Jubilee, the laws of Thanksgiving, we can see why Thanksgiving is so important.  

The Israelites were told to sow, reap and gather from the land during the normal years.  We can all understand this simply – without sowing, reaping and gathering, we would have no food to eat.  When we look more closely, however, we see other truths we can use to food our spiritual selves.  For example, the laws call for planting the land, not the ground.  We may not notice any differences between the ‘land’ and the ‘ground’, but the Heavenly Doctrines tell us this is important.  The land meant here is the love that makes the church in us.  We must first find our loves that make the church in us – this is our farm.  It isn’t really the ‘ground’, or the things we learn from the church.  The ‘ground’ is certainly important – it shows up in many important laws and stories.  It is the ‘land’ here, our love, which is our starting point for spiritual farming.  

Starting with our loves, those desires we have to love God and the neighbor, we must sow, we must plant.  Sowing is instruction, is learning.  If you have ever stooped down to the soil to place seeds meticulously in the dirt, you know that learning can seem slow, awkward, and far from rewarding.  Sowing and learning takes trust, trust that the plants will grow up to feed us.  The farmer knows that while he may plant the seeds, he doesn’t make the sunshine or the water or the seed itself.  The farmer also knows, however, that if he doesn’t plant the seed, no one will.  This is how our instruction in the church works as well.  If we are going to be fed spiritually, we must plant seeds of instruction; we must strive to learn about the goods and truths of the Word.  We need God’s love, His truth and the minds he has given us, but we must do it ourselves.  The Israelites were commanded to sow in the Holy Land to grow crops, - but not during the Jubilee.  

Once the crops grow up, we are ready to reap.  Reaping is not nearly as gradual or peaceful as sowing.  The Hebrew word for ‘reaping’ is rcq (“Qatzar”).  It means to reap, but it also means to make something short, or even to traumatize.  Reaping may make us nervous; sharp tools, strong actions, and repeated cutting.  Sowing is pointless if we aren’t willing to reap, and reap we must.  Reaping is judgment, something not always popular.  We reap when we take what we have learned and execute judgment; reaping makes an ‘end ‘of the plants we grow, and judgment makes an ‘end’ as we decide something.  Imagine a farmer gazing out at his tall corn, wondering if it is time to ‘Qatzar’; if he never reaps, he will not eat.  If we don’t make judgments, we will not eat spiritually.  The Israelites were of course commanded to reap after sowing – but not during the Jubilee.

After the sowing and the reaping, the farmer is not yet done.  Grain left in the field after cutting will quickly rot, much as being overly judgmental leaves us sour and spiteful.  The point of sowing and reaping is to gather the food.  It is gathering that is the final stage of growing.  After we have learned about the goods and truths of the Word, and after we have tried to judge from what we see in the Word, we have to gather our judgments.  We have to live off of what we have learned, beyond merely making judgments.  Until we gather our knowledge, we can’t have good in our lives.  Gathering speaks to being useful to other people, it speaks to becoming receptive to God’s love, it speaks to seeing good in the world around us.  The Israelites, like all agricultural people, knew that gathering was crucial if they were to have food after the harvest.  The Israelites were commanded to gather after reaping – but not during the Jubilee.  

This process of planting and harvest occurred year after year.  Having harvested the year before did not mean that the Israelites did not have to sow again the following year.  We are the same way; once we have learned lessons from the Word and applied them in our life, we aren’t done – we face the same process again.  If this were an unending cycle of toil and worry and struggle, we would lose hope of ever finding more than momentary rest.  Gathering food from the land brings a little peace, but the Heavenly Doctrines tell us that this cycle of planting and harvesting does not itself give us peace.  Peace comes with the Sabbath, and today we are looking at the Sabbath of Sabbaths, the Jubilee.  

The Jubilee is the fiftieth years, and one of rest.  It was a year when there wasn’t sowing, or reaping, or gathering.  It was a year when the land was allowed to rest and the people who worked the land also rested.  It was a time when things re-set.  Imagine what it must have been like to toil away the year before the Jubilee – the anticipation, the eagerness.  Imagine it has been forty-nine years since the last Jubilee.  Do you even remember forty-nine years ago?  The Jubilee would have matters immensely to the Children of Israel.  And then it comes.  

We also need rest.  We need a Sabbath.  We need a Jubilee.  Without rest we can’t do our jobs.  Without a Sabbath we can’t be rejuvenated for the coming week.  Without a Jubilee we can’t continue to grow our spiritual crops.  All these versions of the Sabbath mean the same thing: the peace of regeneration.  They tell us about the heavenly peace that comes from truly learning to love God and the neighbor.  It is a kind of peace that can only come after toil.  

Imagine the peace that comes after forty-nine years of toil.  The Jubilee was the Sabbath of Sabbaths; it occurred in the fiftieth year.  We know from the Writings that fifty corresponds to full completion, in this case the full completion of peace.  Not all the Israelites would experience the Jubilee, and not all of us will necessarily find full heavenly rest in this life.  But the Jubilee is there for everyone, whether now or afterward.  The Sabbath is those states of peace we are given occasionally, a taste of heavenly life.  The Sabbath year, every seven years, is a greater state of peace, maybe a honeymoon or the birth of a child.  The Jubilee is the full state of peace, life in heaven.  The Jubilee is a state of full thanksgiving.  

During the Jubilee, there was no sowing, reaping or gathering.  What did the people eat?  They were told that the land would provide.  In other words, the people would eat without any toil, any worry, any struggle.  We have glimmers of this state here in our lives.  Sometimes, we can live in the full trust of the Lord and His truth.  We don’t need to struggle, we don’t need to reap and gather.  Sometimes, some rare times, we can simply be thankful to the Lord and live in peace.  It can seem magical, as magical as the land providing for the people during the Jubilee.  

How did the land provide in this fiftieth year?  Was it simply a gift from the Lord, a magical effect arbitrarily produced by Divine fiat?  It has to do with the land, both the Holy Land that the people lived on and the land in our own lives, the loves we have that make the church in us.  


One of the laws of Jubilee was the return of the land.  In Levitican law, nobody owned the land.  People could own oxen, tools, buildings, even other people, but not the land.  The land was the Lord’s, and the people only lived there for a while.  As we read in our lesson, “The land shall not be sold for ever: for the land is Mine; for you are sojourners and lodgers with Me.”  It wasn’t their land.  Every fifty years, regardless of what deals had been made previously, the land, plot by plot, reverted to the original owners as defined by the original arrangement when Joshua first entered the land.  Nobody could buy land and nobody could sell land – it wasn’t theirs.  
Neither is the land ours.  The land, our loves, certainly seem like ours.  We live in our loves, we use them, we change them, we spend our entire lives in our loves.  And yet.  All good is from the Lord; all love is from the Lord.  We live as temporary tenants in ourselves.  And this is a wonderful thing.  We are sojourners, migrants, foreigners in His land, and He lets us stay – he wants us to stay.  And because the land is His, because all our loves are His, we can have a Jubilee, a time of such complete peace that we live without toil and pain, if only for a time.  The Jubilee can only come because we are sojourners.  

If the land isn’t ours, what should we do?  Again, the Levitican laws, as enlightened by the Heavenly doctrines tell us very clearly.  We should be sojourners, but not strangers.  We should be temporary tenants, but not ‘just passing through’.  A sojourner is someone willing to learn the truth, but a stranger is someone who refuses to.  Think of the difference; a stranger looks around and decides that since he can’t own the land, he isn’t interested in working the land.  A tenant, on the other hand, knows it isn’t his land but is still willing to work.  A sojourner is grateful and gives thanks – just as we should.  The sojourner is given a Jubilee, a Sabbath of Sabbaths.  

The laws of the Old Testament are the laws that govern our spiritual life.  The laws about the Sabbath years and the Jubilee show us how we get peace.  The land isn’t ours, and our loves, our very life, isn’t ours.  That is why it is so important to give thanks to the Lord, give the land back, and when we do, we will see that land gives back to us, and we will have peace.  
“If you live in My Word, you are truly My disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

Amen.  

Levi 25: 8-13, 23-28
8. And thou will number seven sabbaths of years to you, seven times seven years; and the space of the seven sabbaths of years will be to you forty and nine years.

9 Then you will cause the trumpet of the jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month, in the day of atonement you will make the trumpet sound throughout all your land.

10 And you will hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land to all the inhabitants thereof: it will be a jubilee to you; and you will return every man to his possession, and you will return every man to his family.

11 A jubilee will that fiftieth year be to you: you will not sow, neither reap that which grows of itself in it, nor gather the grapes in it of your vine undressed.

12 For it is the jubilee; it will be holy to you: you will eat the increase thereof out of the field.

13 In the year of this jubilee you will return every man to his possession.

…
23. The land will not be sold for ever: for the land is Mine; for you are sojourners and strangers with Me.

24 And in all the land of your possession you will grant a redemption for the land.

25 If you brother be poor, and has sold away some of his possession, and if any of his family come to redeem it, then will he redeem that which his brother sold.

26 And if the man has none to redeem it, and himself be able to redeem it;

27 Then let him count the years of the sale thereof, and restore the surplus to the man to whom he sold it; that he may return to his possession.

28 But if his hand does not find enough to give back to him, then that which is sold will remain in the hand of him that has bought it until the year of jubilee: and in the jubilee it will go out, and he will return to his possession.

John 8:31-36

31. Then said Jesus to those Jews who believed in Him, If you abide in My Word, you are truly My disciples,

32. and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make_ you _free.

33. They answered Him, We are the seed of Abraham, and were never under bondage to anyone; how sayest Thou, You shall be made free?

34. Jesus answered them, Amen, amen, I say to you that everyone doing sin is the servant of sin.

35. And^ the servant abides not in the house for ever; the Son abides to eternity.

36. If then the Son free you, you shall certainly be free.

AC 737.2
As regards conflict being the particular meaning of 'six', this is clear from Genesis 1, which describes the six days of man's regeneration prior to his becoming celestial. During those six days there was constant conflict, but on the seventh day came rest. Consequently there are six days of labour, and the seventh is the sabbath, a word which means rest. This also is why a Hebrew slave was to serve for six years and in the seventh was to go free, … and why for six years they were to sow the land and gather in the produce, but in the seventh they were to leave it alone, …. The same applied to a vineyard. It is also the reason why in the seventh year the land was to have a sabbath of rest, a sabbath to Jehovah….
