
The Land of Canaan
in the

Human Form



Revelation 7
5. Of the tribe of Judah were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Gad were sealed twelve thousand.
6. Of the tribe of Asher were sealed twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Naphtali were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Manasseh were sealed twelve thousand.

7. Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Issachar were sealed twelve thousand.
8. Of the tribe of Zebulon were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand.



Revelation 7:5-8

1 the tribe of Judah 

2 the tribe of Reuben 

3 the tribe of Gad

4 the tribe of Asher 

5 the tribe of Naphtali

6 the tribe of Manasseh 

7 the tribe of Simeon

8 the tribe of Levi

9 the tribe of Issachar

10 Of the tribe of Zebulon

11 the tribe of Joseph 

12 the tribe of Benjamin



Revelation 7
 9. After this I saw, and behold, a great multitude, which 

no one could number,

Apocalypse Revealed 363

The whole heaven, together with the church on the earth, 
before the Lord, is as one Man; and because it is as one 
Man, there are those there who make the head, and thus 
the face with all its organs of the senses; and there are 
those who make the body with all its members. Those who 
are enumerated above make the face with all its organs of 
the senses; but these now mentioned, are those who make 
the body with all its members.



Apocalypse Revealed 363

That this is the case has been revealed to me; as also, that 

they who make the first class of the tribes (verse 5), are 
those who correspond to the forehead down to the eyes; 

that they who are of the second class (verse 6) are those 
who correspond to the eyes, together with the nose; 

the third class (verse 7), those who correspond to 
the ears and cheeks; 

and the fourth class (verse 8), those who correspond to 
the mouth and tongue.













Like our map of Africa

this map is upside down.

Just as the celestial is higher

than the spiritual and natural,

so also Judah should be higher

than the other tribes.

Putting south at the top does this.



NJHD 48

Celestial things are the head, 

spiritual things the body, 

and natural things the feet 

([AC]n. 4938, 4939). 



Arcana Coelestia 795

 I will bring forth a seed out of 
Jacob, and out of Judah an 

inheritor of My mountains, and 
Mine elect shall possess it 

(Isa. 65:9).
"Mountains" here denote the 
Lord's kingdom and celestial 
goods; "Judah" the celestial 

church. 



Apocalypse Explained 65:3

That the chest signifies the good of 

spiritual love is from 

correspondence with heaven; for 

the whole heaven corresponds to all 

things of man; the inmost or third 

heaven corresponds to the head; 

the middle or second to the chest, 

and the ultimate or first, to the feet.

Arcana Coelestia 3969

the celestial being "Judah," 

and the spiritual "Joseph"



Arcana Coelestia 5354

But first must be told what is 

meant by the new understanding 

and the new will signified by 

"Ephraim and Manasseh." In the 

church it is indeed known that man 

must be born again (that is, must 

be regenerated) in order that he 

may enter the kingdom of God



Arcana Coelestia 5354

But first must be told what is 

meant by the new understanding 

and the new will signified by 

"Ephraim and Manasseh." In the 

church it is indeed known that man 

must be born again (that is, must 

be regenerated) in order that he 

may enter the kingdom of God.
All things of the mind have relation to 

the will and understanding, 

and all things of the body to the heart 

and lungs.  (DLW 372)



Genesis 45:14

And he fell on the neck of 

Benjamin his brother, and wept; 

and Benjamin wept on his neck.

Arcana Coelestia 5926

[This] means an inmost joining to 

the intermediary This is clear from 

the meaning of 'the neck' as an 

influx, communication, and joining 

together, dealt with in 3542, 3695, 

3725, strictly speaking it is a 

joining together of celestial things 

and spiritual ones, 5320, 5328.



Apocalypse Explained 443:3

 "Simeon" and his tribe signify 

those who are in obedience, 

because Simeon, the father of the 

tribe, was named from the word 

that means "to hear," and "to 

hear" signifies to obey. 



Apocalypse Explained 443:3

 "Simeon" and his tribe signify those who are 

in obedience, because Simeon, the father of the 

tribe, was named from the word that means "to 

hear," and "to hear" signifies to obey. 

Arcana Coelestia 1574

…And Judah said unto Simeon his brother, 

Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight 

against the Canaanite; and I likewise will go 

with thee into thy lot. And Simeon went with 

him. …(Judges 1:1-4);

where by "Judah" likewise is represented the 

Lord as to celestial things, and by "Simeon" as 

to the derivative spiritual things.



Apocalypse Explained 351

 Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve 

thousand signifies wisdom from celestial 

love, with those who will be in the Lord's 

New Heaven and New Church. By 

"Reuben," in the highest sense is signified 

omniscience; in the spiritual sense, 

wisdom, intelligence, and science, also 

faith; and, in the natural sense sight; …

That these things are signified by 

"Reuben," follows from his being named 

from "sight," and spiritual-natural sight 

is science, spiritual sight is intelligence, 

and celestial sight is wisdom. 



Apocalypse Explained 351

That these things are signified by 

"Reuben," follows from his being named 

from "sight," and spiritual-natural sight 

is science, spiritual sight is intelligence, 

and celestial sight is wisdom. 

The Hebrew word for east, קדם, 

is closely related to the words for Ancient 

and the verb ‘to go before’ or ‘go in front’. 

This shows us that the land of Canaan is 

facing east, toward what is Ancient.

So hearing is on the side of the head, but 

sight is in front of the head. 



AE 435:4

In the highest sense "Gad" signifies the Lord in 

respect to omnipotence and omniscience; in the 

internal sense the good of truth; and in the 

external sense works therefrom, which are the 

good of life.

AC 3935

When the good of faith of the internal man, and 

the good works of the external man, 

correspond, they, as shown above, are a third 

general means, which is to be acknowledged in 

faith and in act before a man can enter into the 

Lord's kingdom; 



Arcana Coelestia 3021:8

The head of gold represented the first state, 

which was celestial because it was a state of 

love to the Lord; the breast and arms of silver 

represented the second state, which was 

spiritual because it was a state of charity 

towards the neighbour; the belly and thighs of 

bronze represented the third state, which was a 

state of natural good meant by 'bronze', - 

natural good being love or charity towards the 

neighbour as this exists on a lower level than 

spiritual good - while the feet of iron and clay 

were the fourth state, which was a state of 

natural truth meant by 'iron',



Apocalypse Explained 438:6

Because "Asher" signifies the delight of 

affections, such as those have who are in 

truths from the sense of the letter:

     That tribe encamped, together with 

the tribe of Dan and the tribe of 

Naphtali, to the north (Num. 2:25-31).

The encampments of the sons of Israel in 

the wilderness represented the 

arrangements of the angelic societies in 

the heavens (see above, n. 431), and 

there to the north are the dwelling places 

of those who, from the good of charity, 

are in the affection of spiritual 

knowledges.



Blessed be Asher above the sons; let him be 

acceptable unto his brethren, and let him 

dip his foot in oil; iron and brass shall thy 

shoe be (Deut. 33:24, 25);

where the "shoe" denotes the ultimate 

natural; a "shoe of iron" natural truth, a 

"shoe of brass" natural good,

Shall iron be broken, iron from the north, 

and brass? (Jer. 15:12);

"iron" signifies natural truth; "brass," 

natural good. These are said to be "from 

the north," because from the natural, where 

there is relative obscurity and a 

termination.



Genesis 30

16. And Jacob came from the field in the 

evening, and Leah went out to meet him, and 

said, Thou must come to me, for hiring I have 

hired thee with the dudaim of my son; and he 

lay with her that night.

17. And God hearkened to Leah, and she 

conceived and gave birth to a fifth son for 

Jacob.

18. And Leah said, God has given my wage, 

which I gave my handmaid for my man; and 

she called his name Issachar.

19. And Leah conceived yet again, and gave 

birth to a sixth son for Jacob.

20. And Leah said, God has endowed me with a 

good dowry; this time will my man cohabit with 

me, for I have given birth to six sons for him; 

and she called his name Zebulun.



Arcana Coelestia 2952:5

In what follows, that there were born to 

Jacob by Leah the sons Issachar and 

Zebulun, by whom are signified and 

represented the things of conjugial love, 

and thus of the heavenly marriage;

Arcana Coelestia 4606 

Issachar … in the internal sense 

[represents] heavenly conjugial love. …

Zebulun … in the external sense

conjugial love,  

Arcana Coelestia 3021

The thighs themselves together with the 

loins, correspond to conjugial love. 



Judges 16

6. And Delilah said unto Samson, Tell unto me, I 

pray thee, wherein is thy great power, and 

wherewith thou mightest be bound to afflict thee.

7. And Samson said unto her, If they would bind 

me with seven fresh bowstrings that have not 

been dried, then shall I be weak and be as one 

man.

8. And the satraps of the Philistines brought up to 

her seven fresh bowstrings which had not been 

dried, and she bound him with them.

9. And [those] ambushing sat with her in the 

chamber; and she said to him, The Philistines 

['be] upon thee, Samson. And he pulled apart the 

bowstrings as a strand of tow  is pulled apart 

when it smells the fire, and his power was not 

known.



True Christian Religion 223.  

The power of the Word in its outmosts was 

represented by the Nazarites. In the book of Judges 

we read that Samson was a Nazarite from his 

mother's womb, and that his strength lay in his 

hair; …

No one can know why the Nazariteship, which 

means the hair, was instituted, and why Samson's 

strength lay in his hair, unless he knows what is 

signified in the Word by the "head." The "head" 

signifies the intelligence that men and angels have 

from the Lord through Divine truth; and therefore 

the "hair" signifies intelligence from Divine truth in 

things outmost or last.

 

AC 4855 relates the story of Samson to the tribe of Dan



Arcana Coelestia 3923

Affirmation together with acknowledgment is 

the first general principle with the man who is 

being regenerated but is the last with him who 

has been regenerated; and therefore "Dan" is 

the first with him who is to be regenerated, and 

"Joseph" is the last; for "Joseph" is the 

spiritual man himself. But "Joseph" is the first 

with him who has been regenerated, and 

"Dan" the last; because the man who is to be 

regenerated commences from the affirmation 

that it is so, namely, the holy of faith and the 

good of life. But the regenerate man, who is 

spiritual, is in spiritual good itself, and from 

this he regards such affirmation as last; for 

with him the holy things of faith and goods of 

life have been confirmed.



Apocalypse Explained 355:8

Dan shall be a serpent upon the way, an asp 

upon the path, biting the horse's heels, and its 

rider shall fall backwards: I wait for Thy 

salvation, O Jehovah (Genesis 49:17-18).

This is a prophecy of Israel the father, 

respecting the tribe of Dan, which tribe 

signifies the ultimates of the church, thus those 

who are in the ultimates of truth and good, who 

are called sensual; for there are in the church 

those who are spiritual and those who are 

natural, and the natural are interior, middle, 

and outmost; the outmost are the sensual, who 

do not elevate their thoughts above the sense of 

the letter of the Word. These are meant by 

"Dan;" of what quality they are is described in 

this prophecy, 



Apocalypse Revealed 362
In the enumeration of the tribes of Israel neither Dan nor 

Ephraim is named; the reason is, because Dan was the 

last of the tribes, and his tribe dwelt in the most remote 

part of the land of Canaan, and thus could not signify 

anything in the Lord's New Heaven and New Church, 

where there will be only celestial and spiritual things; 

wherefore Manasseh is put in the place of Dan, 

Apocalypse Explained 450
Among these twelve tribes, out of each of which twelve 

thousand are said to have been sealed, the tribe of Dan is 

not mentioned, but in its stead the tribe of Manasseh. 

The tribe of Dan is not mentioned because that tribe 

represented and signified such as are treated of in what 

now follows in this chapter, whom John thus describes, 

"After these things I saw, and behold a great multitude 

which no one could number,



Apocalypse Explained 440

Manasseh means the good of life because the 

good of life makes one with what is of the will 

of the church or of the man of the church, since 

that which a man wills he does when he can, for 

doing is nothing but the will acting, as can be 

seen from the fact that doing stops when the 

will stops, and doing goes on as long as there is 

a will; that which the will of a regenerated man 

does is called the good of life. For this reason, 

as what is of will of the church is signified by 

"Manasseh" and his tribe, so the good of life is 

also signified.



Deuteronomy 10:12-13

Now Israel, what doth Jehovah thy God 

require of thee, but to fear Jehovah thy God, to 

walk in all His ways, and to love Him, and to 

serve Jehovah thy God, with all thy heart, and 

with all thy soul, to keep the commandments of 

Jehovah, and His statutes.

Arcana Coelestia 3420

 “To walk in the law of Jehovah" denotes to live 

a life of truth and good according to doctrine. 

That "to walk in the law" denotes to live 

according to the law, is known to everyone, 

because the phrase is used in common speech. 

From this it is evident that "to walk" denotes to 

live, and also that in the very word "walk," 

there is the signification of the spiritual sense;



Deuteronomy 10:12-13

Now Israel, what doth Jehovah thy God 

require of thee, but to fear Jehovah thy God, to 

walk in all His ways, and to love Him, and to 

serve Jehovah thy God, with all thy heart, and 

with all thy soul, to keep the commandments of 

Jehovah, and His statutes.

Arcana Coelestia 3420

 “To walk in the law of Jehovah" denotes to live 

a life of truth and good according to doctrine. 

That "to walk in the law" denotes to live 

according to the law, is known to everyone, 

because the phrase is used in common speech. 

From this it is evident that "to walk" denotes to 

live, and also that in the very word "walk," 

there is the signification of the spiritual sense;
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