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EASTER: 

SEEING THE FACE OF JEHOVAH
If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him, and have seen Him.

Philip says to Him, Lord, show us the Father…
Jesus says to him, Am I with thee so much time and hast thou not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; and how sayest thou, show us the Father? …Believe Me, that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me. 

John 14:7-11
And they shall see His face, and His name shall be in their foreheads.
                        

Revelation 22:4
That the face of Jehovah or the Lord is the Divine love is evident from the face of the Lord when He was transfigured before Peter, James, and John, that is, when He showed them His Divine, for then His face shone as the sun (Matt. 17:2).  


                          Arcana Coelestia 5585:2
PASTOR’S NOTES

Seeing the face of Jehovah: The Lord came into the world so that we could see His face. Now we know that God is Man, not an invisible force. His Divine love shines from His face, and with it, mercy, peace, and good. 

We cannot see the Lord in physical form, but because He put on His own Human and then glorified it, we know that it is good to picture Him and think of Him as the Divine Man. We know who He is and what He is like from His Word. 
When we want to know how a loved one is doing or what he or she is thinking, we look into their face—not the outward appearance, but the inner feelings that shine through their whole expression. We listen not only to their words, but also to the tone of their voice. 

The Lord speaks to us in the Word. There we can hear His voice, and “the Divine truths of the Word… are like mirrors in which the Lord’s face is seen” (AR 938).  
As we read and hear the Easter stories again, we can think of how these stories show us the Lord’s face, full of love, mercy, peace, and innocence. We can learn how our faces can be shaped into His image and likeness. 
*     *     *     *     *

Worship Services: Because of Easter being on the first Sunday, our usual pattern of worship services is different this month. We will have Sunday School services on the second and fourth Sundays, April 8 and 22, and a young child’s service on the third Sunday, April 15. There will be family services on the third and fifth Sundays, the 15th and 29th.
Doctrinal Classes this month will be on Easter and New Church Day. For Easter: What does it mean that the Lord is “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world?” (John 1:29)  For New Church Day: What does the Word teach about the state of the Christian world? What does this imply about us and our children, and about evangelization? 
The Board Meeting will focus on how we’re doing as we finish fiscal year 2017-2018, and our budget for 2018-2019. 

School Extension: Our engineer, Nick Rose, is negotiating with the county for permission to break ground on the building. We hope to have an answer, one way or the other, in a couple weeks. 

Pastor’s Council discussed these topics: 

Judah Synnestvedt: The bishop has asked that Judah be allowed to work for the Kempton Society for the next two years to round out his training, as we did with Pearse and with Brett right after they graduated from the theological school. During this time the General Church pays most of a man’s salary. Judah will work half-time due to challenges to his health. 

Topics for next year’s winter study: Most often mentioned was New Church upbringing and education. Also mentioned were Psalm 23, the Seven Churches, Easter stories, and the moral virtues, including how mercy and truth can be married in meeting others or ourselves in states of disorder. More comments are welcome. 

What’s next with our buildings? The building committee has done good work in making improvements. We should be sure to maintain and repair what we have before beginning further projects. But campus planning and planning for a new church building could begin soon, if there are people who have energy for it. New projects need to be from the grass roots, not top down.

Security: We should form some clear plans, perhaps with professional help, and then the faculty (and students) should be regularly trained in our plans. We could have an automatic call signal to people who live nearby who could come quickly to help, since police are typically 20+ minutes away. Possibly some of our staff would be willing to be trained and maintain their training to protect the school. 
Bishop Selection Process: At the end of June, the clergy will choose one of six men (nominated by fellow priests) to be the next executive bishop. The candidates are Erik Buss, Pete Buss, Mac Frazier, Brad Heinrichs, David Lindrooth, and Derrick Lumsden. The General Church board will affirm the clergy’s nomination, or withhold their affirmation. Then the name will be emailed and mailed out to the General Church membership. Each member will be invited to give or withhold his or her affirmation. 
Many people may not know the candidates or the nominee well enough to make an informed decision about affirmation. We expect that information about each candidate will be posted on the General Church website soon, which will help you make your judgment. We will circulate the web address in next week’s Note Home or as soon as we have it. You are also very welcome to discuss any of the candidates with one of the pastors. 
*    *    *    *    *
APRIL WORSHIP
Sunday, April 1, 10:00 A.M. EASTER Family Serv.  

Usher/Setup: Thos Powell
Sunday, April 8, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service Usher/Setup: Jeremy Synnestvedt


Sunday School Teachers: Nursery / Tabitha & Adele; 4 years-K / Sarah & Phoenix; 1st-3rd grades / Jen & Christine; 4th-6th grades / Heather

Sunday, April 15, 9:00 A.M. Young Child’s Service Setup: Justin and Anndwyn Hendricks

10:00 A.M. Family Service; 

Usher/Setup: Jesse Fritch
Sunday, April 22, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service Usher/Setup: Jordan Cooper

Sunday School Teachers: Nursery / Tovah & Shannah; 4 years-K / Katrina & Leilah; 1st-3rd grades / Becky & James; 4th-6th grades / Char
Sunday, April 29, 10:00 A.M. Family Service. Usher/Setup: Curtis McQueen
APRIL CHLASSES
Wednesday, April 4, 7:30 P.M. Easter Class: “Behold, the Lamb of God.” At Kate Pitcairn’s
Tuesday, April 10, 9:30 A.M. Easter Class: “Behold, the Lamb of God.” Lawson’s office (or library)
Thursday, April 12, 7:15 P.M. Youth Group Conjugial Love class. Cade and Caelwen Cole’s
Friday, April 13, 6:30 P.M. ANOTHER SU
PER POTLUCK Feast of Charity; 7:45 P.M. Brett Buick – Being a New Church Juror
Tuesday, April 17, 7:30 P.M. Arcana Coelestia class. Readings are nos. 8465 to 8547, completing Chapter 16 of Exodus about the manna the sons of Israel received in the wilderness, and ending with more arcana concerning the inhabitants of Jupiter. At Joan and Sal Tuccio’s
Thursday, April 19, 9:30 A.M. Moms’ Morning class. At Daelen Saltzer’s
Wednesday, April 25, 7:30 P.M. New Church Day Class: The State of the Christian World.  At Brandon and Charlotte Jungé’s  

Monday, April 30, 7:15 P.M. Youth Group Conjugial Love class.  At Buicks’ 

APRIL MEETINGS

Thursday, April 24, 7:30 P.M. Board of Trustees
APRIL EVENTS
Monday to Monday, April 16-30, Students take the IOWAs at KNCS.  If you can avoid taking your children out of classes during this stretch, it would help the teachers. Thanks much. 
Friday-Sunday, April 20-22 Youth Group trip to Sarver, Penna. 

Friday, April 27, High School Play - “The Hound of the Baskervilles”.  Time(s) to be announced.  (Will be an evening performance for sure.) 
Sunday, March 29, Au Revoir Potluck Lunch after church for Gale and Emily Smith 

COMING IN MAY
Tuesday, May 1, 9:30 A.M. Spirits and Men class. Pages 112-123. Lawson’s office (or library)

Friday, May 4, KNCS Boys and Girls Day 

Thursday, May 10, KNCS Senior Project Presentations

Tuesday, May 15, KNCS 5th and 6th grades Country Fair

Thursday, May 17, 7:30 P.M. KNC Semi-Annual Meeting

From Your 

CONTRIBUTIONS COMMITTEE

Dear Contributors and Friends, 

Watch your mailbox for a letter updating you on our current-year status. Coming soon!

INVITATION

You Are Cordially Invited to 
a POTLUCK LUNCH

in affectionate honor of 

GALE and EMILY SMITH

who are moving to Bryn Athyn this spring against our wishes, even though 

we totally support them. 
After church on Sunday, April 29. 
We cordially invited Emily to bring some of her famous brownies, and she graciously said, “Yes.”  ( ​
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

There are two loves in a man [a male], one of which is the love of becoming wise, which comes first, and the second is the love of wisdom, which comes afterward. But if this second love remains in a man, it is an evil love, and is called conceit, or love of his own intelligence. To keep this love from destroying a man, it… was provided from creation that this love should be taken from him and be transcribed into woman, so that it may become conjugial love, which restores him to integrity. 

                     Conjugial Love 88

Congratulations and Best Wishes to:

George and Jan Cauffman 

on the 4th – 31 years

*     *     *     *     
ANNOUNCEMENTS
New Home Phone Number for John Robertson: 484-857-1707
Reminder: Parents, please remember to be aware of what your children are up to after church. High activity in the society room can be unsettling for people (and coffee cups), and being watchful can also help the children’s play remain charitable. Inconveniently, children are not allowed to be in the school or library without adult supervision, but having the out-of-doors available again soon should help. A P.S. about the library: This room sees a lot of people coming and going, which poses a special challenge to keeping it orderly. Its various visitors are invited to be aware of this and help keep it neat and clean.  
The Reading Choral Society (Dr. Graham Bier, director) is performing Gabriel Faure’s Requiem at The Sts. Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church in West Reading on Sunday, April 29, at 4:00 P.M.  They will be joined by the Bryn Athyn Cathedral Choristers (Dr. Robin Bier, director). Contact Dandridge Cole for tickets. 
Gabriel Chamber Ensemble: Haydn and Mozart for the final concert of the season. 3:00 P.M., Sunday, April 22, at Jerusalem Lutheran Church in Schuylkill Haven. For details and tickets, 570-943-2558 or www.gabrielensemble.org.
Farmhouse for Rent: 3-bedroom, 2-bath farmhouse with a large yard in the country. Close to I-78 and Rte. 22 and about 10 minutes to KNC. There is a washer/dryer included as well as all kitchen appliances.  No smoking and no pets allowed. Rent is $1200 per month plus utilities, and a one-month security deposit is required. Will be available early May. Contact Matt and Carrie Olmstead at 610-756-3629.

Home for Sale: 7805 Dresher Road, Kempton. 3-4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 3.2 A. For details or to make a pre-auction offer, contact the realtor. Auction is set for May 15. www.AlderferRealEstate.com

​.  
A BIT MORE
from There Will Come Soft Rains

There will come soft rains and the smell of the ground, 

And swallows circling with their shimmering sound;

And frogs in the pools singing at night,

And wild plum trees in tremulous white…





Sara Teasdale

Spring Morning

Where am I going? I don't quite know.
Down to the stream where the king-cups grow-
Up on the hill where the pine-trees blow-
Anywhere, anywhere. I don't know.

Where am I going? The clouds sail by,
Little ones, baby ones, over the sky.
Where am I going? The shadows pass,
Little ones, baby ones, over the grass.

If you were a cloud, and sailed up there,
You'd sail on water as blue as air,
And you'd see me here in the fields and say:
"Doesn't the sky look green today?"

Where am I going? The high rooks call:
"It's awful fun to be born at all."
Where am I going? The ring-doves coo:
"We do have beautiful things to do."

If you were a bird, and lived on high,
You'd lean on the wind when the wind came by,
You'd say to the wind when it took you away:
"That's where I wanted to go today!"

Where am I going? I don't quite know.
What does it matter where people go?
Down to the wood where the blue-bells grow-
Anywhere, anywhere. I don't know.



                    – A.A. Milne 

A Dozen Finches

A dozen finches

in unison

dip down

tilt their wings, 

swing up, 

sink to their 

chosen inch

of branch, and 

settle, neat

and silent in 

their arrival, 

intent upon

that courtesy

that marks the 

nearly weightless,

careful with 

the imposition


of their half ounces.
             – Kay Ryan
The Story is the Story

The story is the story.

Cain always will kill Abel.

There will always be the cross.

In every moment and movement,

Infinite makes finite,

flows into creation,

is destroyed.

And then rises,

and draws creation up

into forever.

Like it or not,

there will be dragons in the story.

There’ll be brimstone.

Lot’s wife will look behind her;

Judah will fall to Babylon;

the Truth of all that’s real

will be nailed to time and space,

and we’ll come weeping to the tomb

and find Him gone.

But then He’ll speak,

and we will turn,

and glimpse His face.

                           Laurel Powell, 2017
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