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“IF YOU LOVE ME, 

KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS.”

John 14:15
And these are they which are sown on good earth, such as hear the Word and receive [it], and bear fruit, some thirty, and some sixty, and some a hundred. 


                                      Mark 4:20

The case here is as with someone who by nature inclines to adulteries, thefts, and murders, but who learns from the command-ments of the Decalogue that such things are of hell, and so abstains from them. In this state he is affected by the commandments because he is afraid of hell, and from these and likewise from many things in the Word he learns how he ought to direct his life. And in this case when he does what is good, he does it from the commandments. 

But when he is in good, he begins to be averse to the adulteries, thefts, and murders to which before he had been inclined. And when he is in this state, he no longer does what is good from the commandments, but from good, which then is in him. In the former state he learns what is good from truth; in the latter state he teaches truth from good.                     Arcana Coelestia 3310:3

FROM THE PASTOR

To Love the Lord, Keep the Commandments: Sometimes it seems as though the Lord God is far above us and we do not really know Him, so how can we love Him? Fortunately, the Lord teaches us how we can love Him, namely, by keeping His commandments. This is also how we fulfill the Lord’s Prayer.

We can see why this is so. The Lord is Love itself. He wills what is good for everyone. The Ten Commandments in the second table are all about protecting our neighbors from the selfish desires that often well up inside us. The more carefully we keep these commandments and guard our neighbors for the Lord’s sake, the more the Lord’s love can flow into us and through us to serve others. We bear fruit from the Lord.

The passage from Arcana Coelestia (Secrets of Heaven) says that the place we start out in regeneration is fear of hell, not love toward the neighbor, much less love to the Lord. At first, we do what is good by command. 

But if we discipline our lives from the Command-ments, we allow the Lord to slowly change our hearts. In the long run, we won’t even like the thought of the evil things we used to enjoy before. Another passage says, “Act precedes; man’s willing follows. For that which a man does from the understanding, he at last does from the will, and finally puts it on as a habit. And… he then begins to perceive in it something of blessedness, and as it were somewhat of heaven. This remains with him after death, and by means of it he is uplifted into heaven by the Lord.” (AC 4353:3)
In the parable of the Sower, the seed that bears fruit thirtyfold are people who simply obey the Lord’s commandments – still a thirtyfold increase! The seed that bears sixty are those who grow into a love of keeping the commandments with understanding and real care for their neighbors. And the seed that bears a hundred are people who grow into a love for the goodness itself to which the commandments lead, such as charity, conjugial love, and honesty. The more we love what is good, the more we love the Lord Himself, from whom comes everything good. That’s why the Lord says, “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” (John 14:15)
Holy Supper will be offered on the evening of February 25th. “In the holy supper, the Lord is wholly present, with the whole of His redemption.” (TCR 716)
A board meeting is scheduled for Feb. 6. On the docket is the first look at the budget for next year.  
We have a hole in the Sunday School roster. Grades 1-3 boys on February 18. Please call Jen McQueen if you can help. Thanks to all our teachers! (The Sunday School classroom locations are posted on the bulletin board by the church office.) 

Thanks for all your help at the Work Party! We had a very good turnout and many good things were accomplished, including some deep cleaning, such as of the school hall floor and of the lower barn. Imagine how much it would cost to hire people to do all this work! Besides, speaking for the guys who cleaned out the barn, it was fun working together and seeing a vast improvement. 
*     *     *     *     *
FEBRUARY WORSHIP
Sunday, February 4, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service. Usher/Setup: Roger Schrock

Sunday School 
Teachers: Nursery / Tabitha & Shannah; 4 years-K / Sheila & Wyatt; 1st-6th girls / Gray & Ann; 1st- 3rd boys / John Cole; 4th-6th boys / Cade; 7th-8th girls and boys / 
Thaddeus
Sunday, February 11, 9:00 A.M. Young Child’s Service. Setup: Judah and Lydia

10:00 A.M. Family Service.  Usher: Luke Heiter
Sunday, February 18, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service.  Usher/Setup: Brandon Jungé 

Sunday School Teachers: Nursery / Anndwyn & Leilah; 4 years-K / Becky & Kaspar; 1st-6th girls / Karla & Bethany; 1st- 3rd boys / ?; 4th-6th boys / Thaddeus; 7th-8th girls and boys / Mark Wyncoll
Sunday, February 25, 10:00 A.M. Family Service. Usher/Setup: Roy Odhner

7:00 P.M. Holy Supper. Usher/Setup: Ian Keal
FEBRUARY CLASSES

Tuesday, February 6, 9:30 A.M. Doctrinal Class: 

The 
Lord’s Prayer. Library

Tuesday, February 13, 9:30 A.M. Doctrinal Class: 

The 
Lord’s Prayer. Library
Thursday, February 15, 9:30 A.M. Moms’ Morning 
Class. At Becky Cooper’s
Tuesday, February 20, 9:30 A.M. Doctrinal Class: 

The 
Lord’s Prayer. Library

Tuesday, February 27, 9:30 A.M. Doctrinal Class: 

The 
Lord’s Prayer. Library
FEBRUARY EVENTS

Thurs., Feb. 1, 7:30 P.M. Special Society Meeting
Fri., Feb. 2, 7:00 P.M. at KCC – Cheaper by the Dozen
Sat., Feb. 3, 2:00 P.M. at KCC – Cheaper by the Dozen

Tues., Feb. 6, 7:30-9:00 P.M. Ballroom Dance Class (for high school and college-age)
Thurs., Feb. 8, Care Package items due at KNCS (for 12, not 13. Seven young men, five young women.) 

    Except for fresh baked-goods – see the following. 
Sun., Feb. 11, Care Package fresh baked-goods due after church, for those hankering to make them
Feb. 9-11, 17, & 18 in Kutztown – Pinocchio 
Tues., Feb. 13, 7:30-9:00 P.M. Ballroom Dance Class (for high school and college-age)
Mon., Feb. 19, NO SCHOOL. Presidents’ Day
Tues., Feb. 20, 7:30-9:00 P.M. Ballroom Dance Class (for high school and college-age)
Wed., Feb. 21, KNCS K-8 Patriotic Banquet. All are welcome to come hear the 1:45 P.M. songs-and-poems program 
Thurs., Feb. 22, 7th and 8th grade play – “Thumbelina”. Morning show time TBA.  Evening show at 7:00 P.M. 
Fri., Feb. 23, 7:30-11:30 P.M. Shop Night at Roger’s
Sun., Feb. 25. GCE Concert in Schuylkill Haven
Mon., Feb. 26, Order KNCS Yearbook by today to get it at the bargain price. (See Announcements.)


Lions Club Roller Skating (See Announcements.)

Tues., Feb. 27, 7:30-9:00 P.M. Ballroom Dance Class (for high school and college-age)
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________________
                           XOXOX
                  XOXOX

     ♥♥  F R O M        Y O U R  ♥♥

              CONTRIBUTIONS   COMMITTEE
We want to be your Valentines!

We  send  you  our  love!

Please send us yours!

Happy Valentines!

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥

X O X O

                                ♥♥♥

                                   ♥
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Warm Congratulations! The Powell family is happy to share the news that Serenah is engaged to Brian Furry.

Missing from the Library: Trumpets in Grumpet Land, by Peter Cross.  Please have a good look around your homes for this well loved (and out of print) book.  Thank you – the Librarians
Play Happening This Weekend: It takes a lot of energy and sibling rivalry to make "Cheaper by the Dozen” happen. But this cast is up to the challenge! Come see Jordan Cooper, Heather King, and their passel of children: Natalie Buick, Oliver Fritch, Leilah Glenn, Shannah McQueen, Laif Judson, Adele Jungé, Brynna King, Kaspar Fritch, Rafe McQueen, Pearse Judson, Emma McQueen, and Charles Judson. Not to mention the two "dashing" (one literally, one figuratively) suitors Hayden King and Theo Judson. And the poor people that are crazy enough to enter the chaos: Maren Cole, Laurel Powell, and Roger Schrock. We hope you'll join us for this sweet story of a family that's just a little bit different. Friday, Feb. 2, at 7:00 P.M. and Saturday, Feb. 3, at 2:00 P.M. at the Kempton Community Center.

KNC Care Packages: Items are due on Thursday, February 8 (or the 11th for fresh baked-goods). See “February Events” for more detail. Thanks.
ACT QUICKLY to Get the 2017-2018 KNCS Yearbook at a Bargain!! Only $13 a copy!  (After February 26, it will be $22.) Features an original cover by graduating senior Beckah King. Chock full of photos of all who make up our beloved KNCS. Order forms are available at the church/school office, and Carla Kerr can also get one to you (society@kncsw.org or 610-756-6140). Thanks – Judy, for the Yearbook (Contact Leona Fritch with any questions - 570-449-8221.)
Grades K-8 Patriotic Banquet is planned for February 21 from 12:45 to 2:15 P.M. Permission slips will be sent out soon to all schoolchildren invited.  There will be a short "Celebration of America" program of songs and poems performed by each class starting at 1:45 P.M. All are invited to come to hear these offerings at 1:45 P.M., though seating will be limited.  Please call Heather King with questions at 484-860-0973.

Missing Garment: Large, dark blue, fuzzy, zip-up hooded sweatshirt. Last seen on hook in the church foyer. It’s brand new, so if you by accident took it home or see it around, please let me know. Thanks! – Tamar (610-756-3110)
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

In the universe, one thing is for another and therefore one depends upon another, like the links of a chain. For they are all for the sake of the human race, to the end that from this there may be an angelic heaven, through which the creation returns to the Creator Himself from whom it came. Hence there is a conjunction of the created universe with its Creator, and through conjunction perpetual conservation.
Conjugial Love 85
Congratulations and Best Wishes to:

​​​​ Legend and Anna Brown 

on the 2nd – 5 years

Cornell and Jackie Creciun
on the 15th - 43 years
Gideon and Loretta Alden
on the 22nd - 37 years
Michael and Karen Heiter
on the 26th - 35 years
Ted and Kelly LaMastra

on the 26th - 20 years

*     *     *     *     *
ANNOUNCEMENTS, Cont
Shop Night at Roger’s Shop:  Join us for an evening of both serious discussion and hilarity. Non-smoking event. Please bring a beverage or snack to share. Call Roger with any questions (474-390-1922).
You Can Support the KNCS School Expansion While Getting Away for Winter Break! (Funds will be donated to the SEF.) Here are three fun time-share options to enjoy.
1. Marriott’s Grand Vista in Orlando, Florida 

· March 1, 2018, 7 nights, Friday-Friday. 
A 2-bedroom, fully equipped condo that sleeps 8 using the living room sleep-sofa.  Near parks and so much to do on site.  Golf, pools, tennis. $1800
2. Marriott’s Manor Club at Ford’s Colony in Williamsburg, Virginia
· March 3, 2018, 7 nights, Saturday-Saturday.

A 2-bedroom, fully equipped condo that sleeps 6 using the living room sleep-sofa. About 15 minutes to Colonial Williamsburg.  Golf, pools (inside and out). $1700
3. Marriott’s Fairway Villas in Galloway, NJ      
· March 3, 2018, 7 nights, Saturday-Saturday.
A 2-bedroom, fully equipped condo that sleeps 8 using sleep-sofa in bedroom and one in living room. Golf, pools (inside and out), and kids’ activities.  $950
Check out the many photos and info online, and please email (emilybau@comcast.net), text, or call (215-680-7400) me and help this great use. – Emily BauMadsen    
LARGE PLAIN GOLD RING found outside between the church (chancel) windows and the school back door. Seems awfully wedding-ish. Yours?  Carla                              
From the Talisman Players: You are cordially invited to our production for all ages – Pinocchio! Come enjoy a wonderful cast in this fun show at:
Trinity Lutheran Church in Kutztown – 
February 9: 6:30 P.M. 
February 10: 11:00 A.M. and 3:00 P.M. 
February 11 and 17: 3:00 P.M. 
Kutztown University’s Old Main –

February 18: Starting with a full brunch buffet at 11:30 A.M. (something a little different!) and then going into the show. 

Tickets can be purchased by calling Brandi at 347-728-4459 or going online at www.talismanplayers.com, where you can click on the “Purchase” button and print your tickets - or simply present them on your mobile phone at the door.  We hope to see you there!

Gabriel Chamber Ensemble Concert. 3:00 P.M., Sunday, February 25. Jerusalem Lutheran Church in Schuylkill Haven. Shickele, Shostakovich, Beethoven, Brahms, and Prokofiev. For more details and to obtain tickets, call 570-943-2558 or go to www.gabrielensemble.org.

Roller Skating: Free entrance to the Fantasy Skating Center in Reading (500 George St.). Mon., February 26. 6:30-8:00 P.M.  Sponsored by Kempton Lions Club. You pay for skate rental. Tickets will be available at the school from Mrs. Kerr. 
Repeat Notices:
Eggs for sale:  The foxes haven’t beat us yet (this year), so we have extra eggs to sell until our supply dwindles again. $4/dozen.  I can bring them to school pick-up, or you can text/call and stop by if you are passing through. My text # is 484-266-9612; home is 6415.  Caelwen Cole

House for Sale: $69,900.00. 3 bedrooms/2 baths. In Highland Estates, 17 minutes from the church. Call Joan Tuccio (267-374-2688) or Norma (610-285-6311)
A BIT MORE
Although winter is still in possession of the land, the days are perceptibly longer. Skating on the frog pond under an early rising moon, I am conscious of the promise of pollywogs under my runners, and my thoughts turn to seeds and the germinal prospect.                                                                – E. B. White
People ask me what I do in winter when there’s no baseball. I’ll tell you what I do. I stare out the window and wait for spring.                                                          – Roger Hornsby

One for me and one for you

If there’s one left over then what’ll we do?

Take up a knife and cut it in two

So there’s one for me and one for you. 






                                            – Clyde Watson

Closed for Good

Much as I own I owe

The passers of the past

Because their to and fro

Has cut this road to last,

I owe them more today

Because they’ve gone away

And not come back with steed

And chariot to chide

My slowness with their speed

And scare me to one side.

They have found other scenes

For haste and other means.

They leave the road to me

To walk in saying naught

Perhaps but to a tree

Inaudibly in thought,

“From you the road receives

A priming coat of leaves.

“And soon for lack of sun

The prospects are in white

It will be further done,

But with a coat so light

The shape of leaves will show

Beneath the brush of snow.”
And so on into winter

Till even I have ceased

To come as a foot printer,

And only some slight beast

So mousy or so foxy

Shall print there as my proxy.

How often is the case

I thus pay men a debt

For having left a place

And still do not forget

To pay them some sweet share

For having once been there.

                            – Robert Frost
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