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EASTER AND THE PROMISE OF RESURRECTION
But Jesus answered them, saying, The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified. Amen, amen, I say to you, Unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it brings forth much fruit. He who loves his soul shall lose it, and he who hates his soul in this world shall guard it to life eternal….
Now is the judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all to Myself.                                        John 12:23-25, 31-32
The feast of the Passover was commanded to be celebrated yearly on the day when [Israel] went forth out of Egypt, and this on account of the liberation of the sons of Israel from servitude, that is, on account of the liberation of those who are of the spiritual church from falsities, thus from damnation. And as the Lord liberated them by His coming, and lifted them up with Him into heaven when He rose again, therefore this was also done at the Passover. This is likewise signified by the Lord’s words in John 12:32-33.                    Arcana Coelestia 7096:3

PASTOR’S NOTES

The Promise of Resurrection: When the Lord rose on Easter, He drew all mankind to Himself by the mighty power of His love. He lifts up as many of us as are willing to live with Him in heaven. He liberated us from falsities and thus from damnation. 

A chief falsity that enslaves the world is the idea that there is no resurrection. If there were no life after death, there would be no lasting purpose of our lives, and no marriage to eternity. In such a dismal view, there is no God. Love is not the reality of the universe, but merely a passing illusion in an essentially dead universe. 

The Lord’s own resurrection teaches and shows us that we are created not merely for a brief life in the natural world but for eternal life. “He is not here; for He is risen, as He said” (Matt. 28:6). 

In order for us to believe in the Lord and in His promise of resurrection, the grain of wheat must fall into the ground and die. The world in us must be judged and the prince of this world must be cast out. We must come to hate our soul in this world, so that we may “guard it to life eternal.” 

The Lord leads us to lift up our eyes unto the mountains, that is, to love to the Lord and love toward the neighbor, from whence comes our help. By His help, we can overcome the selfish and worldly inclinations we are born with. In the grip of the hells, life is so sad and brutish; but by the mighty power of the Lord’s love and wisdom, we can be set free from their cruel domination. Like a butterfly emerging from its chrysalis, we can emerge into a life that is beautiful and happy. 

The last supper was the first Christian Passover. It was a celebration that the Lord was liberating us from the slavery of the hells. This is what we celebrate in the Holy Supper forever. May the Lord give you confidence that He has overcome the world, and is overcoming the hells in your life, too. May you have a peaceful trust in His promise of eternal life, and a strong determination to live for that life.
Holy Supper will be served in the morning on June 4 in celebration of the second coming of the Lord and His establishment of the New Church. “Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God” (Luke 14:15).  

At Pastor’s Council on May 2, one question we will discuss is whether to have Sunday School classes for grades 7-8. GC Education has developed a good series of lessons for this age, including some videos. The question is finding people willing to give their time to this use. We will also review plans for New Church Day celebrations. You are welcome to raise other topics for discussion by contacting me or a member of the council (see the back of the phone list for the members). 
The Board Meeting on April 24 heard a report from Dan and Brandon about the school extension. At last we have an approved plan for the septic system and for the addition itself. We hope to have blueprints in the next ten days, and then the builders can work up a careful, accurate estimate. We may not have the estimate in time for the society meeting on May 18. In that case, we will need another society meeting when the estimate is ready.

We also took a close look at the budget for next year. It looks doable. 

Third, the board approved money for a significant upgrade to our live-streaming capacity. What we have now is a great start, but as technology has progressed, we look forward to a lot of improvement. We hope that by the fall if not sooner, it will be much easier to feel connected to the worship service from a distance. 
New Church Day Doctrinal Class: On May 31, let’s get together to think about the ways in which the Lord wants us to be “in the world, but not of the world.” How can we avoid being carried away by the influences of the world, and instead let the Lord make all things new with us?
___________________________

WORSHIP

Sunday, May 7, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service. Usher/Setup: Paul Schorran
Sunday, May 14, 9:00 A.M. Young Child’s Service. Setup: Matt and Daelen Saltzer

10:00 A.M. Family Service. 



Usher/Setup: Jesse Fritch
Sunday, May 21, 10:00 A.M. Sunday School Service. Usher/Setup: Sal Tuccio

Sunday, May 28, 10:00 A.M. Family Service. Usher/Setup: Seth Wyncoll
CLASSES
Tuesday, May 2, 9:30 A.M. Class on Marriage. Lawson’s office

Tuesday, May 9, 7:30 P.M. Arcana Class. Nos. 8071—8119.  Hosted by Doug and Zanna in the KNCS library
Tuesday, May 16, 9:30 A.M. Class on Resurrection. Lawson’s office

Tuesday, May 23, 9:30 a.m. Moms’ Morning Class at Becky Cooper’s
Tuesday, May 23, 7:00 P.M. H.S. Conjugial Love Discussion.  Seth and Heather King’s

Wednesday, May 31, 7:30 p.m. Society Doctrinal Class on the New Church: All Things New. At Tom and Carla Kerr’s 
MEETINGS
Tuesday, May 2, 7:30 P.M. Pastor’s Council Meeting. Location TBA
Thursday, May 18, 7:30 P.M., Society Room.
You are invited to the Kempton New Church’s 
SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING. There will be reports from the pastor, the assistant principal, the business manager (about this year’s and next year’s budgets), and the investment and contributions committees. Bengt Boyesen, Secretary
EVENTS
Tuesday, May 2, 9:00 – 9:20 A.M. FSA scholarship presented to Tess Brown by Navy veterans. (See Announcements.) Society Room
Thursday, May 4, 10:30 A.M. 3rd & 4th Grades Violin Concert. Society Room

Thursday-Friday, May 11-12, 7th & 8th to Gettysburg
Friday-Sunday, May 12-14, Youth Group visits the Olivet Society in Toronto
Sunday, May 14, 11:30 A.M. Spring Brunch after church to benefit the School Expansion Fund 
Friday, May 19, Presented by the High School:


11:20 A.M. (not 11:30) Brit Lit Morning

7:00 P.M. British Literature Evening
Thursday, May 25 

 
Last day of Kindergarten & of library borrowing

7:30 P.M. Senior Project Presentations. Soc. Rm.

Monday, May 29, Memorial Day. NO SCHOOL
ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Also-Heartbroken Offer the Warmest Possible Condolences to the entire Hugh and Janina Brown family upon Janina’s April 24 departure from this world. Also held close in our thoughts and prayers are her and Hugh’s siblings and their families. May the Lord bring His own peace to all as Janina wakes up to True Spring. 
Society Spring Brunch: Please join us in the society room after church on Sunday, May 14, for a Spring Brunch.  All proceeds go to our School Expansion Fund.  Would you like to help? Please contact Tabitha Judson, Karla Buick, or Suzanne King.
Award-Winning: Congratulations to Tess Brown who wrote an essay that won first place in the Fleet Reserve Association’s scholarship competition at the regional level (Lehigh Valley Branch 115).  (FRA – “Representing the interests of enlisted members of the U.S. Navy, Marin Corps and Coast Guard.”) Tess’s piece is printed further on. 
The Handmade Ceramic Bowl that you are missing is at the church.  6” across, white with pink flowers. May be a Christina Orthwein creation. Beautiful. Call the church office. 6140. 
From the
CONTRIBUTIONS COMMITTEE
Our fiscal year end is almost here. Would you consider making a gift to the Annual Fund before June 30th? It will help us continue the outreach and religious instruction we have all grown to depend on. A balanced budget is within reach, but we need everyone to consider a gift. Even a small one-time gift of $100.00 will push us towards a balanced budget. No gift is too small. Thank you for your help.
ADVERTISEMENTS
News from the Stony Run Inn (for ongoing updated information on all our events, please follow us on facebook/stonyruninn):
Friday, May 5, 5:00 – 9:00 P.M., Kai Kaysen and Out of the Orchard (Toby and Anni Powell) performing outside at our Beer Garden Opening, weather permitting. Call 610-756-4433 for reservations.
Friday, May 26, 9:00 – 11:00 P.M. Friday Night Movie. Back to the Future on a 12’ screen.  Family-oriented event in the back yard, weather permitting. Admission is free. Further details to be published at later date. 

Saturday, May 27, 9:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M., we hope!
We are creating a Saturday Market, having about two thirds of the vendors we need to move ahead.  Vendors are welcome to sell anything they want as long as it is not illegal or offensive.  If you would like to fill out the vendor roster, enabling the Stony Run Saturday Market to happen, please contact Austin at 610-756-4433.  

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
That conjugial love proceeds from the marriage of good and truth… is brought forward here so that it may be seen that this love is celestial, spiritual, and holy, because it is from a celestial, spiritual, and holy origin.
Conjugial Love 60

Congratulations and Best Wishes to:
*     *     *     *     *
Tom and Sandie Capparell


on the 1st – 25 years

Cade and Caelwen Cole

on the 1st – 18  years

Michael and Gail Short

on the 4th – 26 years

Peter and Roxanne Genzlinger

on the 6th – 16 years

Paul and Nina Schorran

on the 9th – 30 years

Elijah and Amanda Heiter

on the 14th – 6 years

Penn and Leesa Cooper

on the 15th – 35 years

Jeff and Gayle Britland

on the 16th – 18 years 

Arne and Emily Bau-Madsen

on the 17th – 47 years

Hugh and Janina Brown

on the 20th – 45 years

Eyvind and Marcia Boyesen

on the 22nd – 54 years

Roger and Kathy Schrock

on the 25th – 43 years

R.C. and Christine Storch

on the 25th – 15 years 

Ariel and Erin Powell

on the 25th – 4 years

Tyler and Katrina Long 

on the 30th – 8 years

*     *     *     *     *

What Memorial Day Means to Me

by Tess Brown




For many, Memorial Day is little more than a holiday to mark the beginning of summer, a day off of school, a break so that we can picnic. To me Memorial Day not only means a day to pay tribute to those who gave the highest sacrifice out of love for their fellow man and country, but a day to recognize that their gift is eternal. We must honor and thank the servicemen who willingly paid the highest price: their life. The gift that will never

diminish is the foundation for a building of freedom, which they created by laying down their

lives. 



Like stones, their lives were laid on the ground to serve as a foundation for the generations to come. As stones strong and brave, our servicemen fought side by side in combat. The cement that glued them together is common love towards our country. Our daily gift of freedom is the result of their commitment and strength. Likewise, side by side the fallen were buried and marked with stone. In mutual love their families, friends, and country mourn them. They must be thanked, for the country’s very foundation has been built on their devotion.


The bond of honor and love towards one’s country brings the people out on Memorial Day to place a token of thanks at the foot of those gravestones. It’s a day to pause, whatever we might be doing, and take a moment to feel our country’s floor under our feet and reflect on the sacrifice that servicemen have gifted us to make it stronger. It’s an opportunity to remember those who fought out of love for us, our neighbors, and country. It’s a chance for me to ask myself how I will contribute to the foundation of the house of freedom to honor their sacrifice.
A BIT MORE
Putting in the Seed – by Robert Frost
You come to fetch me from my work to-night 
When supper’s on the table, and we’ll see 
If I can leave off burying the white 
Soft petals fallen from the apple tree. 
(Soft petals, yes, but not so barren quite, 
Mingled with these, smooth bean and wrinkled pea;) 
And go along with you ere you lose sight 
Of what you came for and become like me, 
Slave to a springtime passion for the earth. 
How Love burns through the Putting in the Seed 
On through the watching for that early birth 
When, just as the soil tarnishes with weed, 
The sturdy seedling with arched body comes 
Shouldering its way and shedding the earth crumbs
_________________________________________________
In the spring, at the end of the day, you should smell like dirt.

                                     – Margaret Atwood, Unearthing Suite

Synonymies of Spring – by Lyris Hyatt
Not your robin in February,

huddled glum on the apple branch,

nor blood-red buds of the silver maple

swelling gallant in a blue March sky;

but in the gutter, dry or sodden, 

almost hidden in the gravel, 

here, these pearl-size ivory bulbs, 

through all the rains or drought of April, 

put up with it.  They wait it out.

       To startle a morning, 

       from them will stem

       six petals, white

       and subtle, bright:

       the mid-May Star-of-Bethlehem.
______________________________________________
I stuck my head out the window this morning and spring kissed me bang in the face. 
                                                            – Langston Hughes

I don't believe the half I hear,

Nor the quarter of what I see!

But I have one faith, sublime and true,

That nothing can shake or slay;

Each spring I firmly believe anew

All the seed catalogues say!

                                    – Carolyn Wells

Hoe while it is spring, and enjoy the best anticipations. It is not much matter if things do not turn out well. 

              – Charles Dudley Warner, My Summer in a Garden
At a Child’s Baptism – by Vassar Miller
Hold her softly, not for long

Love lies sleeping on your arm, 

Shyer than a bird in song, 

Quick to fly off in alarm. 

It is well that you are wise, 

Knowing she for whom you care

Is not yours as prey or prize, 

No more to be owned than air. 

To your wisdom you add grace, 

Which will give your child release

From the ark of your embrace

That she may return with peace

Till she joins the elemental. 

God Himself now holds your daughter

Softly, too, by this most gentle

Rein of all, this drop of water. 

_______________________________________
Look for a lovely thing
and you will find it.
It is not far -
It never will be far.  
              – Sara Teasdale
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