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Arcana Caelestia 3812. …By “bone and flesh” is meant a person’s proprium; by “bone,” the understanding side of his proprium, and by “flesh” the will side. “Bone” thus means the proprium as regards truth, for this is of the understanding; while “flesh” means the proprium as regards good, for this is of the will (n. 148, 149). 

[2] As regards the proprium in general, it is of two kinds, one infernal and the other heavenly. That which is infernal is received by man from hell, and that which is heavenly from heaven, that is, through heaven from the Lord; for all evil, as well as all the derivative falsity, flows in from hell; and all good, and the derivative truth, flows in from the Lord. This is known to men from the doctrine of faith, but scarcely one in ten thousand believes it. For this reason man appropriates to himself or makes his own the evil which flows in from hell, and the good which flows in from the Lord does not affect him, consequently is not imputed to him. The reason why man does not believe that evil flows in from hell, and good from the Lord, is that he is in the love of self. This love carries this [disbelief] with it, so much that it is exceedingly indignant when it is said that everything inflows. This therefore is the reason why all that is man’s own is nothing but evil (see n. 210, 215, 694, 731, 874-876, 987, 1023, 1044, 1047). But that a man does believe that evil is from hell and good from the Lord comes from the fact that he is not in the love of self, but in love toward his neighbor and in love to the Lord, for this love is attended with such a belief. Thus it is that man receives from the Lord a heavenly proprium (concerning which see above n. 155, 164, 731, 1023, 1044, 1937, 1947, 2882, 2883, 2891). 

[6] In Ezekiel, the [vision of the dry bones] in general refers to the setting up again of the church among the Gentiles; and in particular, the regeneration of man. “Dry bones” denote the proprium of the understanding, which is inanimate before it receives the life of good from the Lord, but is thereby animated or made alive. The “flesh” which the Lord “causes to come up upon the bones” is the proprium of the will, which is called the heavenly proprium, and thus signifies good. “Breath” is the Lord’s life, and when this inflows into that good of the man which he seems to himself to will and do from his proprium, the good is then vivified, and from the good the truth, and out of the dry bones there is made a man. 

*     *     *     *     *     *     *

“Thus says the Lord Jehovih to these bones: ‘Surely I will cause breath to enter into you, and you shall live.  And I will put sinews on you and bring flesh upon you, and cover you with skin and put breath in you; and you shall live.  And you shall know that I am Jehovah.’” (Ezekiel 37:5,6)
Ezekiel’s vision of the dry bones which became a great army is a beautiful picture of regeneration by the power and mercy of the Lord.  By regeneration, the Lord makes us into new people, who have different loves and different points of view than we had before.  He takes the dead things of our nature and gradually, little by little, brings them into spiritual life.

Ezekiel’s vision depicts three stages in the process of being made anew: the dry bones; the body of sinews, flesh and skin upon the dry bones; and the army of living, breathing men, standing on their feet.  Ezekiel, who speaks at the Lord’s command, stands for the Word. By the Word the Lord speaks to us in our conscience as He spoke to Ezekiel. 

In the first step of regeneration, the Lord brings us to see that of ourselves, we are nothing but dry bones, absolutely without any spiritual life. The Lord leads us in the work of self- examination, reveals our sins to us, inspires us with sorrow for them, and at the same time with the effort to stop doing them and begin a new life. (TCR 539)  “The hand of Jehovah was upon me and brought me out in the Spirit of Jehovah, and set me down in the midst of the valley; and it was full of bones.  And He caused me to pass by them all around, and behold, there were very many in the open valley; and indeed, they were very dry.” (verses 1,2)

The valley, the low place, stands for the lower parts of our minds, the parts where hereditary evils influence us through the enjoyments of the senses and the stresses of life in the world.  Bones, the least living parts of the human body, stand for the unregenerate proprium.  Proprium means the feeling that our thoughts and emotions come from ourselves, and that they are our own. The truth is that all good thoughts and affections come from the Lord in heaven, and all evil thoughts and affections come from hell. Many people know about this, yet, as the lesson pointed out, scarcely one in ten thousand really believes it. The reason is that the love of self in us doesn’t want to acknowledge any external source of life, to which we owe homage and obedience, or any authority which would compel us to put the interests of others ahead of our own. 

On the other hand, as regeneration progresses, we care more about doing what is right – about serving the Lord and the neighbor – and less about pursuing selfish rewards. We begin to see that everything truly right, good and happy is from the Lord, and that evil is from hell. Eventually, it doesn’t bother us that the good is not from our​selves, and that we do not deserve credit for it, because we love the good or the use itself. In fact, the doctrine teaches that it can become delightful to have the feeling of living under the Lord’s influence and leading, free from self. The love of use becomes our proprium, our sense of who we are or would like to be. We want to be servants of the Lord. 

In the meantime, the Lord brings us to see how far we are from having a heavenly proprium. Indeed, the bones are very dry. The dry bones depict what it is like to have a knowledge of the truth, without the life and enjoyment of use. This is the state of the rational mind at first, a parched and dry, wilderness life. We have a kind of love of the truth, but it is polluted with the love of self. (AC 1964) Before we have begun to enjoy the life of use, the life of heaven (and often the life of this world as well) seems terribly dry. (CL 44:3) 

So the Lord leads us to wonder, as the Lord Himself asked Ezekiel, “Son of man, can these dry bones live?” And when we reflect, we realize that only the Lord could possibly make something heavenly and living out of our parched, dry lives. “And I answered, ‘O Lord Jehovih, Thou knowest.’” (verse 3) 

What the Lord now says to us is what He said to Ezekiel: “And He said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them, “O dry bones, hear the word of Jehovah!”’” (verse 4) To hear the word of the Lord is to apply it to life. The first step toward receiving the life of heaven is to use the truths we have learned, not for judging others, not for enhancing our reputations as New Churchmen, but to amend our lives. The bones coming together seems to represent a new arrangement of the knowledges in our minds, to serve new purposes and priorities. We realize, “Oh! That applies to me!” The sinews represent truths that we see for ourselves, and want to live by. (AC 4303) The flesh is the beginning of the love of use, the love of serving others. The skin suggests the intention to bring this new life into act, but still with a strong sense of our own merit in doing what is good. When we look at our lives only skin‑deep, as in the early days of regeneration, we really want credit for the good things we do, and it seems we deserve it. There is not yet any breath in us; we do not yet really know the Lord. 

Once again the Lord spoke to Ezekiel: “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, ‘Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.’” (verse 9)     

Breath and spirit are the same word in the language of the Old and New Testaments. The breath of the Lord, which He breathed into Adam’s nostrils, after forming him from the dust of the ground, represents the influx of the Lord’s life into us. The same thing was meant when the Lord breathed upon His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” The Lord’s Spirit is His Divine truth, going forth from His Divine love. This is the sphere of the Lord’s influence upon us. The sphere of enlightenment to see what is true is the way we are led to love what is good, and so to love the Lord Himself. As we strive to bring the truths we have seen down into life, and we face the resistance of our natural inclinations, we gradually experience the fact that all good that is truly good is from the Lord, not from ourselves. Through trials and errors, we discover that the way to do what is truly good is to get what is from ourselves out of the way, and allow what is from the Lord to guide us. 

So we are told that as the spirit of the Lord came into the great host, they lived and stood up on their feet. The feet are the natural plane of life, the plane of speech and action, with the thoughts and affections that look straight to doing something. As we receive the Lord’s spirit, we struggle to stand up on our feet, that is, to bring the Lord’s spirit into everyday life. And as we make this effort, we receive the Lord’s spirit more and more. We receive the enlightenment of use: for example, how to be a better parent, spouse, and colleague at work. We experience the truth that all good is from the Lord, until eventually, little by little, we no longer want credit for the good we do. We have now learned that so far as too much attention on self is involved, it is not really good and no fun either. And to the extent we see this, we receive a new heavenly proprium, a heavenly character from the Lord. 

Throughout life, we go through cycles of regeneration. Sometimes there are parched, dry periods, when we labor without inspiration, when we may even feel despair, as in the words of Ezekiel, “Our bones are dry, our hope is lost, and we ourselves are cut off!” (verse 11) One of the reasons the Lord permits these times is so that we may see the need for change in our lives. An even more important reason is that we may come closer to a true and heartfelt acknowledgement of the Lord, and of our need for Him. Through the sometimes-hard work of applying ourselves to use, the Lord fills us with His spirit. He opens the graves, the hells into which, without Him, we would sink down and remain, and raises us up, and brings us into the heavenly land of Israel. He gently leads us away from the parched, dry, dead delight in selfish things, to the fertile and ever‑new delights of love to the Lord and the neighbor. 

The quality that makes the angels in heaven perpetually youthful is their continual effort to bring truth and good, or doctrine and life, into a marriage that bears the fruit of usefulness to others.  We can see this imaged in marriage itself. A man by himself is dry, austere, harsh and unlovely, and also stupid, just like a person who knows many things but has no idea of their use. But when truly conjoined with his wife, the Doctrine says, he becomes agreeable, pleasant, animated and lovely, and thus wise. (CL 56:4) 

Those who have been striving for this heavenly marriage in their lives, whether married or not, when they go to the other world, return to the vigor and strength of early adulthood, no matter how worn out with age they had been in the world. The Lord really opens their graves, and raises them up, and brings them into the heavenly land of Israel. We read, “The reason why a person thus grows young in heaven is that he then enters into the marriage of good and truth. And there is in good an effort toward continually loving truth, and in truth there is an effort of continually loving good; and then the wife is good in form, and the man is truth in form. It is from that effort that a person puts off all senility, severity, sadness and dryness, and puts on the activity, gladness and freshness of youth, so that their efforts receive life and become joy. It has been told me from heaven that [married partners] then have a life of love, which can only be described as being the life of joy itself.” (AE 1000:4) 

In this way, the Lord fulfills the vision of Ezekiel, making the dry bones into living human beings, in the case of all those who turn to Him, and acknowledge Him in heart and life. Only the Lord could bring about such a miraculous change, and bestow such a wonderful blessing. “‘And I will put My spirit in you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. And you shall know that I, Jehovah, have spoken it and performed it,’ says Jehovah.” (verse 14)  Amen. 



