Lessons: Exodus 1:8-22; AC 6663

S-282
DELIVERANCE FROM SLAVERY

S-282, page 4

DELIVERANCE FROM SLAVERY

A talk by Rev. Lawson M. Smith – 2007

Lesson: 

AC 6663. And as they afflicted [them], so [they] were multiplied. 

… Most spirits who come from the world and have lived the life of the Lord’s commandments, before they can be uplifted into heaven and joined to societies there, are infested by the evils and falsities pertaining to them, so that they can be removed… For there are impurities which they have contracted in the life of the body that in no way agree with heaven. 

The infestations take place by their being immersed [or submerged] in their evils and falsities. And while they are in them, spirits who are in similar evils and falsities are present, and labor by every means to lead them away from truth and good. But still they are not immersed so deeply in their evils and falsities that the influx through the angels from the Lord may not prevail; and the balance is maintained with exactness. 

The purpose of this is, that the [person] who is infested may seem to himself to be in freedom, and thus to fight against the evils and falsities of himself, yet with the acknowledgment, if not at the time, yet afterward, that all the power of resisting was from the Lord… 

When this is being done, not only are the truths and goods strengthened which had been implanted before, but more are instilled. This is the result of every spiritual combat in which the combatant is victorious. That it is so is also plain from common experience, for he who defends his opinion against others who attack it, confirms himself [all] the more in his opinion, and then also finds other confirmations of it which he had not noticed before, and also others which deny the opposite. In this way he strengthens himself in his opinion, and also illustrates it with further considerations. This is still more perfectly the case with spiritual combats, because the combat takes place in the spirit, and concerns goods and truths; and especially because the Lord is present and leads by the angels; for the contest is concerning eternal life and salvation. 

It is common in such combats for the Lord to turn into good all the evils which the hells intend. Therefore it is not permitted them to bring forth more or other evils than can be turned into good that is suited to him who is in combat. The reason for this originates in the fact that the Lord’s kingdom is a kingdom of uses, and therefore nothing can be done there that is not a source of good. From all this it can now be seen how it is to be understood that truths grow according to infestations, which is signified by “as they afflicted [them], so [they] were multiplied.”

*   *   *   *   *   *   *

Children, the children of Israel were living in Egypt for a long time.  Joseph invited them to come to live there.  As long as Joseph was there, the children of Israel were happy.  But eventually Joseph died, and later there arose a king of Egypt who never knew Joseph.  He was frightened of the children of Israel and hated them.  So he tried to hurt them and made them slaves.  But what happened to the children of Israel when the Egyptians afflicted them?

[LESSONS]
What happened to the children of Israel when the Egyptians made them work very hard?  “The more they afflicted [them], the more [they] multiplied and grew.” v. 12  

So the king told the midwives, who helped mothers have babies, to kill the baby boys, but did they?  No. They feared God much more than the king, so they saved the little boys.  And because they did, God made houses for them – He gave them families of their own.

So the king told his own people to throw the boys into the river. Do you know another king wanted to kill baby boys?  Herod.  But the Lord Jesus got away and was safe.

We can see lots of ways that this story applies to us, where it says, “The more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew.” To get good at anything, we have to work hard at it, and the more we work, the better we get. For example, playing guitar or piano, violin or flute, etc.; playing soccer; learning to dance; getting better at math; getting to be stronger, fitter, a better runner, and so forth. All of these take work, practice, giving up on things, sweating – not just sitting in a cozy chair, or playing. If we do work, we do get better.

The same is true in our spiritual life, our preparation for heaven. The only way to make progress is by work, sometimes hard work.  But if we believe in the Lord and eternal life, we are willing to work; and if we work, the Lord helps us make progress – though sometimes it seems very slow, hard to see.

In the spiritual sense, this is a story regarding how we become truly people of the Church, and also of heaven.  What is the Church?  It is where people live according to the Word, so that the Word is the rule of life.

No one is born into the Church, even if his parents and grandparents were in the Church.  

All of us have weaknesses, leanings toward all evils, and especially certain ones. The Work teaches us what evils are sins. When we say No to ourselves, because the Word says that something we feel like doing is a sin against the Lord, then we are making the Word the rule of our life, and the Church is being established in us.

The Lord loves us very much, so He is always drawing us closer to Him, as close as we are willing. He doesn’t just want us on the outer edge of heaven; He wants us to come to as high and happy a heaven as possible.

So the Lord is always offering us new truths from the Word, to lead us into new states of good, new states of love. For example, “By charity is meant love to the neighbor, and mercy; for he who loves his neighbor as himself is also compassionate toward him in his sufferings, as toward himself.” (AC 351) If we really think about this and take it to heart, and apply it to people we have differences with, it leads us to love our neighbors more, and to be more merciful to them, and less contemptuous. This is an example of how the Lord uses truths to lead us to a happier, better state. We are taught, “Such as is the truth, such is the good, and hence such is the conscience, according which he lives.” (AC 6647e)
But evil spirits do not want us to live by the truth and be more charitable.  They do not want us to be truly a Christian, and a member of the Lord’s kingdom. In this story, the king and the Egyptians represent the evil spirits, and also knowledges or ideas that are opposed to the Church and to the good and truth flowing in from the heavens.

For example, it seems sometimes as if love comes from our bodies and its hormones; and if we don’t feel love, then there is nothing we can do to love someone else. But truly, love comes from the Lord out of heaven, and we can always work on treating someone else honestly and faithfully, no matter how we feel. 
It seems as though God doesn’t care about our sufferings, or He wouldn’t let us have diseases, accidents, crime and wars. But truly, the Lord is always restraining these hurtful things, but He must allow some of them so that we can be free. He cannot always prevent people from doing bad or stupid things, or take away all the consequences. 
It seems as though nature exists without God since we don’t see God with our natural eyes. But truly, nature is utterly lifeless by itself. It has no purpose, no order, no wisdom. So all the beautiful, orderly useful things that we see around us in nature are proof of the existence of God, to anyone willing to open his eyes. 
Because all of us have bad habits and weaknesses toward evils, we also tend to believe some of the lies of the hells. They make sense to us in our bad states, because they justify evils we feel like doing.

Even if we are living a good life, not doing evil things and doing good things, we are not fully people of the Church until we have fought against evils and falsities in temptations.

Then we become truly Christian and are introduced into heaven, even while we live on earth. It is like the children of Israel, who had to go through the wilderness for forty years before coming into the promised land.
So the Lord carefully allows evil spirits to “immerse” us, that is, make us nearly drown, in our own evils and falsities, so we can see them clearly and fight them, till we hate them. Then the Lord can move them back to the edges of our minds instead being at the center.

The Lord does not let evil spirits “immerse us” so deeply that influx through angels for the Lord can’t win.  He carefully balances the influx of evil spirits and angels, so that we can fight as of self, and really choose truth over falsity, good over evil.  Yet we can still acknowledge that only the Lord can truly fight and conquer evil.
This is how the Lord strengthens us against evils and falsities. It’s like having a debate or argument: the more we defend our opinion, the stronger it will become. We see new reasons why it’s true, and why the opposite is not true.

The Lord turns into GOOD all the evils that the hells intend.  He doesn’t let the evil spirits bring up more evils or different evils than the ones that can be turned into good, by making us stronger. 
Sometimes it’s really hard to believe, when we see people we love suffering, or we ourselves going through hard, hard times. Evil spirits make it as hard for us as they can.  They make it hard for us to believe in the Lord, just as they don’t believe in Him.  In the spiritual world, they attack good spirits with enormous cunning, with the goal of making us their slaves.  They treat us with cruelty, with no mercy, and their evil is contagious, like a dreadful disease. Only the Lord can withstand them.

But the Lord is with us, if we are willing to have Him. Then evil spirits cannot destroy the truths we have from the Word, though they try hard.  It’s just like the little boys in this story, who were not put to death, in spite of the king’s order.

So what can we learn from this story?

1) The Lord loves us very much; He never lets us get into deeper temptations than He can turn into good for us in the long run, by strengthening and clarifying our faith.

2) Also: who led the children of Israel out of slavery?  Moses, who represents the Word.  So let us follow the Word. We can look at our lives, and see where we are enslaved by sins, habits and attitudes that are making life a misery for us and for others, habits that the Word says are wrong.  

Let us pray to the Lord for help, and be patient, and begin a new life.  It will take time, but the Lord is with us, using the evil spirits’ desire to keep us in slavery as a way to set us free. “If you abide in my Word, then you are My disciples indeed; and you shall know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” (John 8:31) Amen
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